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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

In recognizing the land upon which we reside, we express our
gratitude and appreciation to those who lived and worked here
before us; those whose stewardship and resilient spirit makes
our residence possible on this traditional homeland of the Lenape
(Delaware), Shawnee, Wyandot Miami, Ottawa, Potawatomi, and
other Great Lakes tribes (Chippewa, Kickapoo, Wea, Pinakshaw,
and Kaskaskia). We also acknowledge the thousands of Native
Americans who now call Northeast Ohio home. Dobama Theatre and
the greater Cleveland area occupy land officially ceded by 1100 chiefs
and warriors signing the Treaty of Greenville in 1795.

SOLIDARITY STATEMENT

Dobama Theatre is committed to anti-racism action and a culture
of authentic inclusivity. This effort is ongoing and will not end
anytime soon. Our work is divided into three parts: The People, The
Work, and The Process. The People come first, as they also do in our
core values. We care for the whole person and create a larger, more
equitable table for all to pursue our mission together. The Work are
actions being taken to root out white supremacist, misogynistic,
homophobic, transphobic, ableist, and other oppressive structures
so that we might replace them with organizational tools built on
consensus, transparency, and trust. The Process is how we will move
forward in equitably representing and investing in the community
we serve, and how we will continue to assess our progress, remain
accountable, and determine further action in years to come.

For more information on these and other efforts, visit dobama.org/antiracism




ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Louisa May Alcott’s
timeless novel about
a group of sisters
coming of age is one
of the most treasured
books in literature. The
story has been told in
numerous adaptations
for stage and screen.
It endures in large part because of the richly
drawn characters and relationships. We see
ourselves in their family. Their hopes and
disappointments, good humor and fights,
love and loss are universal to us all.

Playwright Heather Chrisler’'s new
adaptation is unique and extraordinary. By
having four women perform all the roles, the
playfulness and sisterhood at the center of
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the book becomes the theatrical vehicle used
to tell the story. The spirit of creativity and
their deep love for one another are the magic
ingredients in creating the world of the play.

In the same way that the March sisters
find endless happiness in performing Jo’s
scripts in their attic, this incredible ensemble
of actors, with the support of a fantastic
creative team, emanate joy as they use the
power of theatre to invite audiences to unfurl
your imagination, so you might experience
this abiding book in a fresh, new way.

Little Women reflects in vivid detail what it
means to be family - the joy of togetherness,
struggle of conflict, sadness of loss, and
unconditional love. During this season of
hope, we wish you happiness and peace.
Thank you for being a part of this magical
production and we look forward to seeing
you again in the new year.

With Love and Respect,

,/,/v

Nathan Motta
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MELISSA CRUM is a Cleveland-based Director, Writer, Performer,
Producer, and Teaching Artist. Focused on humor, heart, and vulnerable
truth-telling, she creates as an exploration of the crevices, complexities,
and contradictions of our shared human-ness. Melissa received the
2016/2017 Nord Family Foundation Playwright Fellowship through
Cleveland Public Theatre (CPT), where she and co-writer & composer
Caitlin Lewins developed Everything is Okay (and other helpful lies), a
dark musical comedy. Everything is Okay (and other helpful lies) received
areading at the New York Musical Festival (NYMF) in the summer of
2019. Through this work, Crum and Lewins were finalists for the 2019
Mitten Lab. Melissa completed the 2013/2014 Joan Yellen Horvitz Director Fellowship at
Cleveland Public Theatre, where she directed The Drowning Girls. Melissa has directed
locally at Dobama Theatre, Cleveland Public Theatre, Talespinner Children’s Theatre, and
Playwright’s Local. Melissa currently holds the position of Artistic & Education Associate at
Cleveland Public Theatre. She has served as a Staff Teaching Artist with Playhouse Square,
worked as an Actor-Teacher with Great Lakes Theater, has been a Teaching Artist with The
Cleveland Play House, The Musical Theater Project, and Dobama Theatre, and is a member
of the National Teaching Artist Guild. Melissa holds a BA in Theatre Arts from Cleveland State
University. melissatheresecrum.com.

Come relax & enjoy a

drink before the show.

Enjoy a glass or a pint
with a charcuterie board.

thewinespotonline.com PLANTSCAPING
2271 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights BLOOMS

Special Event Décor
Florals For All Occasions

1865 E. 40th St | Cleveland | 44103
216.367.1200

Plantscaping com

“Making the extraordinary since 1979"




PLAYWRIGHT

HEATHER CHRISLER’S work in Chicago includes Howards End (Remy
Bumppo), Twilight Bowl (Goodman Theatre; Jeff Nomination, Best
Ensemble; Chris Jones Top Ten Performances of 2019 Honorable
Mention), Mies Julie (Victory Gardens; Chris Jones Top Ten
Performances of 2018), Small Mouth Sounds (A Red Orchid; Jeff
Nomination, Best Ensemble), Machinal (Greenhouse; Jeff Nomination,
Best Performer; Chris Jones Top Ten Performances of 2017) and good
friday (Oracle Productions, Jeff Nomination Ensemble). Chrisler is an
Artistic Associate of First Folio Theatre where she has been in The
Jigsaw Bride, Mary’s Wedding, Captain Blood, and The Madness of
Edgar Allan Poe. Regionally, she has been in productions at The Cincinnati Playhouse in the
Park, Door Shakespeare, Riverside Theatre, and Portland Center Stage. As a playwright,
Chrisler’s adaptation of Little Women has been produced around the Midwest and had its
fourth production in spring of 2023 at First Folio Theatre. As an educator, Chrisler is both a
drama teacher and the Director of the Arts Immersion Camp for The City of Evanston. She
is also a faculty member of The Laughing Academy. Her television credits include “4400”
(The CW) and “Chicago PD” (NBC). Chrisler holds an MFA from Ohio University, and she is
represented by DDO Chicago.

Happy endings

begin with .

K]t

place for foed, wine, fun
2317 Lee Road
(Located one block north of Dobama next to the Atina Center)

Cleveland Heights
216-932-9100

www.tastefoodwine.com

Kitchen open 5 -~ 10 pm. Bar open late. . « . experience

Receive a 10% Discount c":”fe"tp grary
hefore or after show with same day tickets or stubs cuisine created

by chef Jesus Orozco
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LITERATURES

to all of Israel and the Israeli musicians, authors, flmmakers, dancers, and visual
artists who have enriched our Cleveland community through their artistry.
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CLEVELAND-ISRAEL /sl
ARTS CONNECTION  y@ 7

a program of the Jewish Federation of Cleveland

Roe Green, Honorary Producer

For updates join the Cleveland Israel Arts Connection Facebook group or visit jewishcleveland.org/israelarts




DOBAMA THEATRE PROUDLY PRESENTS
the Ohio Premiere of

LITTLE WOMEN

BY HEATHER CHRISLER
DIRECTED BY MELISSA T. CRUM
DECEMBER 1-31, 2023

THE CAST

THEO ALLYN* JO

AMAYA KIYOMI AMY/JOHN BROOKE
NATALIE GREEN* BETH/LAURIE

MARIAH BURKS = MEG/PROFESSOR BAER

SWINGS:
RACHEL GOLD, ADRIONNA POWELL

*Member of Actors’ Equity Association, the Union of Professional Actors and Stage Managers in the United States.
T Equity Membership Candidate

Actors’ Equity Association (AEA), founded in 1913, represents more than 49,000 actors and stage managers in the
United States. Equity seeks to advance, promote and foster the art of live theatre as an essential component of our
society. Equity negotiates wages and working conditions, providing a wide range of benefits, including health and
ACTORS' pension plans. AEA is a member of the AFL-CIO, and is affiliated with FIA, an international organization of performing
E_é ITY, arts unions. The Equity emblem is our mark of excellence. actorsequity.org

ASSGTIATION 191

THIS PLAY WILL BE PERFORMED WITH ONE 15-MINUTE INTERMISSION
Patrons who exit the theatre during the performance will only be allowed re-entry at the discretion of the Stage Manager.

LITTLE WOMEN received its Professional World Premiere on December 17, 2022,
at First Folio Theatre in Oak Brook, lllinois. The production was directed
by Melanie Keller and produced by David Rice.

LITTLE WOMEN is presented by special arrangement with playwright Heather Chrisler.
The videotaping or making of electronic or other audio and/or visual recordings of this production or distributing recordings on

any medium, including the internet, is strictly prohibited, a violation of the author’s rights, and actionable under United States
copyright law. For more information, please visit: https://shop.samuelfrench.com/content/files/pdf/piracy-whitepaper.pdf

Dobama Theatre is a proud member of Theatre Communications Group
(TCG), the national organization for the American theatre.

Theatre
Communications

Group
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STAFF
DIRECTOR TECHNICAL DIRECTOR ASSISTANT STAGE
Melissa T. Crum Connor Stout MANAGERS
SCENIC DESIGNER STAGE MANAGER Lizzi Lucarell
Laura Carlson Tarantowski Barbara Kozlov Cam Henderson
LIGHTING DESIGNER PRODUCTION MANAGER Emily Polcyn
Josee Coyle Colin Anderson ASST. SOUND DESIGNER
SOUND DESIGNER ASSISTANT DIRECTOR E.J. Buckner
Angie Hayes Cali Parey SCENIC PAINTER
COSTUME DESIGNER DRAMATURG Jamie Cohen-Kiraly
Colleen Bloom Esma Eddeb WARDROBE
PROPS DESIGNER Lady Jen Ryan

Vanessa Cook

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR EDUCATION DIRECTOR RESIDENT STAGE
Nathan Motta Carrie Williams MANAGER

DIRECTOR OF PRODUCTION  RESIDENT LIGHTING Joel Rathbone™

Colin Anderson DESIGNER BOX OFFICE STAFF
DIRECTOR OF Marcus Dana DelLee Cooper, Sarah
ENGAGEMENT RESIDENT SOUND Demetruk, Kelsey Malone
Mariah Burks DESIGNER DOBAMA FOCUS
DIRECTOR OF Angie Hayes APPRENTICES
ADVANCEMENT RESIDENT COSTUME E.J. Buckner (Sound); Jasmine
Lena Chapin DESIGNER A. Golphin (Projections);
DIRECTOR OF PROGRAMS  Tesia Dugan Benson Cam Henderson (Stage
Erin Dolan RESIDENT PROPS DESIGNER Management)

CONNECTIVITY DIRECTOR
Elise Kuklinca

BUSINESS DIRECTOR
Amy Lin Weaver

Vanessa Cook

RESIDENT SCENIC ARTIST
Justine Schneider
RESIDENT INTIMACY
DIRECTOR

Casey Venema

MISSION

RADs (Resident Associates)
Lizzi Lucarell (Technical);
Emily Polcyn (Administration);
Maddie Schwartz
(Administration)

Dobama Theatre is dedicated to premiering important new plays by established and emerging
playwrights in professional productions of the highest quality. Through theatrical production, community
engagement, and education programming, Dobama nurtures the development of theatre artists and
builds new audiences for the arts while provoking an examination of our contemporary world.



CAST

THEO ALLYN*

(JO) (she/they) is making
her Dobama Theatre
debut. An actor, writer,
and improviser, she was
most recently seen as
Guildenstern in Quantum
W Theatre’s Hamlet.

: Other recent credits
include Pittsburgh Civic
Light Opera’s Into the Woods (Jack’s Mom)
and Anything Goes (Evangeline Harcourt). A
member of the original San Francisco company
of Harry Potter and the Cursed Child, she

has also worked regionally with Diversionary
Theatre in This Beautiful City (San Diego
Theatre Critics Circle Craig Noel Nomination),
Second City, Goodman Theatre, City Theatre,
Pittsburgh Public Thetare, and Pittsburgh Irish
and Classical Theatre. Training includes the
Atlantic Theatre Company Acting School and
NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts. @theoallyn

AMAYA KIYOMI
(AMY/JOHN BROOKE)
(she/her) is a Rochester,
NY-born, Charlotte, NC-
raised actor who recently
moved to Cleveland
after finishing her BFA

in Acting from UNC-
Greensboro. Amaya is

a homebody at heart,

but she loves to travel. She got the privilege

to study abroad in England and Greece with
the British American Drama Academy in June
2022. She loves education, and her heart is
happiest when she gets to travel and learn at
the same time. Amaya enjoys all facets of art,
including, but not limited to, visual arts, music
theatre, dance, and filmmaking. She is currently
an Actor-Teacher with Great Lakes Theater.
Being able to bring kids into the theatres has
been such a blessing. This spring, she’ll be
preparing for next year’s graduate school
auditions! Fingers crossed! Connect with her on
Instagram: @AmayaKiyomi_

NATALIE GREEN*
(BETH/LAURIE) (she/
her) is grateful to appear
onstage with Dobama
Theatre, where she

was most recently seen
as Beth in Hurricane
Diane. Other Dobama
performances include
Ella Enchanted: The
Musical, An Octoroon, Or,, and A Civil War
Christmas. She is a graduate of Point Park
University’s Conservatory of Performing Arts
and a member of Actors’ Equity Association.
Regionally, Natalie has worked with Ohio
Shakespeare Festival, Cleveland Play House,
Pittsburgh Repertory Company, Mamai Theatre
Company, Cleveland Public Theatre, EJ

DOBAMA THEATRE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Marian Fairman, President
Rachel Zake, Vice President
Matt Eiben, Treasurer

Killeen Vogel, Secretary

Donna Korn, Member At-Large

Hedy Milgrom Brittany Watkins
Marissa Glynias Moore Thomas Zipp

Daisha Olmeda Chennelle Bryant-Harris
Debra Rosenthal Rotating Artist Chair
Caroline Jackson Smith ~ Greg Vovos

Tameka Bradley Trinidad Snider Rotating Playwright Chair
Christal Contini Kate Vlasek
EMERITUS DIRECTORS

Spencer Caress

Joyce Casey, Artistic Director Emerita
Joel Hammer, Artistic Director Emeritus

Jennifer Stapleton
Laura Anderson

Maurice Heller
Barbara Hill-Newby
Bill Newby
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Thomas Hall, Beck Center for the Arts, none
too fragile theatre, and many more. Thank you
for supporting live, local theatre.

MARIAH BURKS*
(MEG/PROFESSOR
BAER) (she/her) is a
Cleveland, OH, native.
Previously at Dobama:
AIRNESS (Nina). Her
work has mainly been
seen at Cleveland Play
d House, where she most
recently played the titular
role of Antigone pre-pandemic. Other credits
include: Clue: A New Comedy (The Cook)
and The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling
Bee (Logainne). An alumni of the CWRU/
CPH MFA Acting Program and a graduate

of Bowling Green State University’s Musical
Theatre Program, Mariah was the recipient of
the National Irene Ryan Acting Award at the
Kennedy Center (ACTF) in Washington, DC.
Other regional and local theatre work includes:
Caroline, or Change (Tantrum Theatre) and
RAGTIME (Cain Park). Mariah also serves as
Dobama Theatre’s Director of Engagement.
Instagram: @magical_mariahb

For more information, visit dobama.org.

ADRIONNA POWELL
(SWING (LITTLE
WOMAN 3, 4)) (she/

her) is a Cleveland-
based actor. She is the
Assistant Director of
Youth Services at Mandel
JCC; has worked with

L | Cleveland Public Theatre,
 Great Lakes Theater and
more. She is thrilled to be making her return to
Dobama. She was last seen on our stage in last
season’s production of Stew (Nelly).

RACHEL GOLD
(SWING (LITTLE WOMAN
1, 2)) (she/her) is an

|| actor, director, and fight
choreographer from
Columbus, OH. She is

a recent BFA Acting
graduate from Baldwin

| Wallace University. In

the past, Rachel has

worked with Great Lakes Theater, Cleveland
Shakespeare Festival, French Creek Theatre,
CreakerBox Radio, and Chagrin Arts. IG: @
rachelecgold, rachelecgold.weebly.com

JULY 2024

Now in its 14" season, DEAP
is the only summer intensive
program in the region that is
focused on technique-based
training for a small ensemble

of high school and college
students. Serious young actors
receive training in Meisner,
Laban, Michael Chekhov, and
Alexander Technique. Emerging
professionals receive mentorship
in the areas of design, stage
management, and directing.

The program culminates with

a blackbox production of a
heightened text play.




Piano Cleveland presents : DEMYSTIFYING
CLASSICAL

é\ynamic Zuos T Music

IT'S A STRING THING

the piano as a musical partner

April 19 | 7:30pm

Yaron Ch;'istine

Kohlberg Lamprea
piano cello
IT TAKES A VILLAGE

the marvels of mentorship

May 10 | 7:30pm

piano faculty
Oberlin Conservatory of Music

IT'S ALL RELATIVE
_ the joys of music in the family
= — May 31| 7:30pm
Olg Vladislav
Kern Kern
piano piano

Watch in amazement as young prodigies take the stage
at the Cleveland International Piano Competition

& Institute for Young Artists this July 5 - 16!

More information at pianocleveland.org




Have you Heard?

The Maltz Center has performances unlike
anything else. Spread the word.

World Music, classical favorites, literary icons, and more.
The best Cleveland has to offer is just down the street.

A
N 5 MILTONAND TAMARMALTZ
ﬁﬁ lhss ] Performing Arts Center at
(](]q The Temple-Tifereth Isracl
W CASE WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY

case.edu/maltzcenter




STAFF

DIRECTOR
MELISSA CRUM
(see About the Director)

SCENIC DESIGNER

LAURA CARLSON TARANTOWSKI

lives and works in the Cleveland area and has
enjoyed designing many productions for Dobama.
Recent work here includes Make Believe,

Stew, Kill Move Paradise, Wakey Wakey,

Stupid Fucking Bird, and Sunset Baby. She

is the resident Scenic Designer and Lecturer at
Oberlin College. Recent work at Oberlin includes
Pipeline, Albert Herring, Stonewallin, Or,, and
The Moors. Other recent works include Emma
Bombeck: at Wits End for the Cleveland Play
House, Rent at Cain Park, and Everybody for the
Case Western Reserve-Cleveland Play House
MFA Acting Program. She holds an MFA in Scene
Design from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.

LIGHTING DESIGNER

JOSEE M. COYLE

Is honored to work on this production of Little
Women. Josee is a young artist whose recent
work includes Stew (Dobama), Steel Magnolias
(French Creek), How the Circus Stole Christmas,
and Can | Touch It? (CPT). They hope you enjoy
this show and feel the heart that was put into it by
every member of the team.

SOUND DESIGNER

ANGIE HAYES

is the Resident Sound Designer at Dobama
Theatre, most recently designing The Other Place
last season. She designed and mixed sound for
productions at many area theaters, colleges,
and high schools. She has also recorded and
sound designed for several podcasts, including
Sidewalk, Munchen, MN, and a radio play series
for The Endangered Species Theatre Project of
Frederick, MD, during the pandemic. She has a
Bachelor’s Degree in Music from the University

of Wisconsin-Oshkosh with an emphasis in
Recording Technology and Music Business.

COSTUME DESIGNER

COLLEEN BLOOM

is excited to be back at Dobama and have a
part in re-telling this beloved story. Colleen

has a degree in nonprofit management and an
Associates in Art and Design. For nearly twenty
years Colleen has been part of the production
team at Heights Youth Theatre where she has
helped introduce the magic of theater to children
and costumed over 65 musical productions.
Colleen also has done exciting work with many
other theaters. No matter the stage or venue
the design process is a thrill, collaborating with
creative people is always inspiring!

PROPS DESIGNER

VANESSA COOK

is the owner of Cook Theatre Designs, LLC, a
freelance design firm that serves Ohio theatre
programs. She served as TD, designer, and
adjunct professor at Heidelberg University and is
the former costume/set designer for Heidelberg’s
Community Music School. Ms. Cook currently
works with several Cleveland-based theatre
companies, most recently Spark Theatre 4
Youth, Near West, Dobama, Cleveland Opera
Theatre, and Hathaway Brown Theatre Institute.
She assists with local and regional high school
productions, teaching the next generation about
technical theatre. Ms. Cook is the co-founder of
the Norwalk Arts Center (NAC) and serves on the
board of directors as Secretary as well as NAC’s
prop/set and costume mistress. BA: Baldwin
Wallace Conservatory. MA: Regent University.

INTIMACY DIRECTOR

CASEY VENEMA

is a freelance intimacy choreographer, actor,
director, and devising artist focused on bringing
unheard narratives to the stage. She is an alumna

GRAPHIC DESIGN Anne Pillot Creative, LLC * www.apillotcreative.com

PRINTING Premier Printing Corporation  216.831.8785 ® premierprintingcorp.com
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of Bucknell University, where she graduated
summa cum laude with a BA in Theatre and
Film and Media Studies. Her career as an
intimacy choreographer started in college

with her own directing projects; since then,

she has choreographed for several theatres

in Northeast Ohio including Dobama, Karamu
House, Seat of the Pants, Playwrights Local,
Cleveland Play House, and her own company,
Nightbloom Theatre Co. She is absolutely
ecstatic to be Dobama’s first Resident Intimacy
Choreographer. For more information about her
artistic adventures, you can follow Casey on
Instagram @caseyvenem8 and on her website:
caseyvenema.com

TECHNICAL DIRECTOR

CONNOR STOUT

received his Master’s in Opera Performance
from the University of lllinois in 2021 under the
tutelage of Dawn Harris and Nathan Gunn. He
has been seen recently in Dobama’s The Land
of Oz, Cain Park’s Fun Home and Sondheim on
Sondheim, and Lakeland’s Assassins. Enjoy the
show!

STAGE MANAGER

BARBARA KOZLOV

is thrilled to work with some of her favorite folks
at Dobama once again. Her previous SM credits
include the following: the world premiere of The
Baron of Brown Street (RCT), Anything Goes
(RCT), the world premiere of What We Look Like
(Dobama), Concord Floral (UoA), and BKLYN:
The Musical (Porthouse). She strives to make
people smile both through the theatrical arts
and in her studies as a dental hygienist. Barbara
gives thanks to her family who have always
supported her dreams and Viewers Like You.

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

CALI PAREY

is a director, stage manager, and teaching artist.
She is a determined and passionate student

of the world. Cali is honored to be part of the
Dobama team as a previous RAD and now a
freelance artist. Previous Dobama credits include
The Thin Place (Asst. Director/Props Designer),
What We Look Like (Asst. Stage Manager), and
Sherlock Holmes: The Baker Street Irrequlars
(Asst. Stage Manager). Hailing from Cleveland,
she is a graduate of Cleveland State University.
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She stage managed Into the Woods, Marat/Sade
and Assistant Directed Polaroid Stories while at
CSU. Most recently, Cali directed a local cast in
Waiting for Godot in a fundraising effort for the
Legal Aid Society of Cleveland. She is so grateful
to be surrounded with such creative and talented
minds here at Dobama. Never ever give up!

DRAMATURG

ESMA EDDEB

is honored to be working with Dobama and the
company of Little Women! Her past credits
include working at American Shakespeare Center,
Playhouse Square, Great Lakes Theatre, and
Dobama. She’d like to thank her parents, siblings,
her husband Hashim, and nephew Musa for being
so supportive in all her endeavors.

ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGER

LIZZI LUCARELL

is happy to be returning to Dobama now as
a RAD, her previous productions at Dobama
include Production Assistant for The Land of

Oz and Production Swing for What We Look
Like. Other production credits include Hathaway
Brown Theatre Institute, The Academy for The
Performing Arts, Chagrin Falls High School, and
Heights Youth Theatre. Lizzi would like to thank
everyone at Dobama for this opportunity and for
welcoming her with such big arms. She would
also like to thank her family and teachers over
the years, especially her lovely freshman English
teacher Natalie Hrvatin who got her into theatre.

ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGER

CAM HENDERSON

is “just another kid” from Akron, OH, making
headway into the Northeast Ohio theatre scene
as one of Dobama’s FOCUS Apprentices. Her
most recent work was as the Stage Manager of
Akron Civic Theatre’s production of Pride and
Prejudice, though her talents do not stop there.
A former host of the 88.1 WRFL Lexington’s
radio show “King’s Corner”, she has also
directed a number of marketing campaigns for
various organizations and companies throughout

MARKET GARDEN

BREWERY

MARKET GARDEN

% PILSNER ]

MARKET GARDEN

BREWERY

#BEERFORPEOPLE
PROUDLY BREWED IN OHIO CITY SINCE 2011
1849 W. 24TH ST. CLEVELAND, OH 44113
WWW.MARKETGARDENBREWERY.COM

HEART CIDER
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Northeast Ohio and Northern Kentucky. The
University of Kentucky alumna has also worked

in other mediums such as music videos and short
films. An example of her work can be found on
YouTube for the “Nelciaa- Options” music video
and many more. Instagram: @cashamillie

PRODUCTION ASSISTANT

EMILY POLCYN

is a recent graduate of Baldwin Wallace
University’s BFA in Acting with a minor in

Arts Management. She is also one of the Arts
Administration RADs at Dobama this season.
This is her first time working as a PA, and her first
show with Dobamal! Much love to her family.

ASSISTANT SOUND DESIGNER

E.J. BUCKNER

is an emerging, self-taught sound designer based
in Cleveland, Ohio. Eric’s passion for sound
design has developed through experiencing the
Broadway atmosphere, which inspired him to
become more involved with sound in a theatrical

setting. Eric’s aim is to bring about a dynamic
blend of his personal experiences with the
material world of sound and his world within. He
is currently a student at John Carroll University,
where he plans on obtaining a bachelors degree,
and is one of Dobama’s FOCUS Apprentices.

SCENIC PAINTER

JAMIE COHEN-KIRALY

is a contemporary artist in Cleveland. She
graduated from the Cleveland Institute of Art

in 2020 and has continued her career as a
professional artist in the form of theatre, tattooing,
murals, and other painting projects. As a former
Dobama Theatre RAD, she is now working on
many shows behind the scenes, building and
painting productions around the Cleveland area.

WARDROBE

LADY JEN RYAN

is an artist and originator. Lady Jen has
performed and worked from behind the curtain
for over three decades. Lady Jen majored in

WHAT IS THE PLAYWRIGHTS’ GYM?

The Playwrights’ GYM is Dobama Theatre's playwrights' unit. The GYM is a
program that provides local playwrights with the opportunity to workshop
new work. GYM playwrights are area professionals who are given various
resources to help further their work, including rehearsal space, collaboration
with a director to assist the playwright, marketing and public events
supported by the theatre. The GYM’s goal is to nurture new work in a safe

environment.

THE GYM HAS TWO PARTS

GYMreads: staged readings of full plays are conducted in the theatre.

These are scheduled throughout the season.

GYMworks: a “showcase” where scenes from full length plays or shorter

THE PLAYWRIGHTS

Christopher Johnston
Meredith L. King
Lisa Langford
Claire Robinson May
Avery LaMar Pope
Amy Schwabauer
Eric Schmied|

Logan Cutler Smith
Greg Vovos

Dr. Mary E. Weems
Rachel Zake

theatrical works by GYM playwrights are performed in an annual or

bi-annual event.




vocal performance and minored in musical
theatre at Bowling Green State University. Lady
Jen is an operatically trained vocalist, a fully
licensed cosmetologist, an experienced makeup
artist, a proficient stylist, a skilled dresser, and a
distinguished costume designer. Select design
credits include Addams Family, Beauty and
the Beast, Chess, Frankenstein 1930, Hair,
Rocky Horror Show, the Cleveland Premiere

of The Snow Queen, Spring Awakening, The
Mystery of Edwin Drood, and Xanadu. Select
performances include Applause, Cabaret,

'"BLN:S

Hunchback of Notre Dame, Jesus Christ
Superstar, Little Shop of Horrors, Nine, Rocky
Horror Show, Scrooge!, Victor Victoria, and
You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown. Lady Jen
would like to acknowledge her support system
and theatre muses. LG, KJK, RB, RGS - TPOG -
Special thanks to Ms. Walker, My Beast, My Boo,
My Jellyfish, My King - only you.
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DOEAMA STAFF

NATHAN MOTTA

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

is the 5th Artistic Director at Dobama Theatre,
where he spurred Dobama’s move to become
an Equity Theatre. Select directing credits at
Dobama include: An Octoroon (Best Director

- Cleveland Critics Circle 2016), The Flick
(Best Director - Cleveland Critics Circle 2017),
Stupid F**king Bird (Best Director - Cleveland
Critics Circle 2019), Appropriate, Peter and the
Starcatcher, Superior Donuts, A Bright New
Boise, The Aliens, A Civil War Christmas, Marie
Antoinette, John, and the World Premieres

of How to Be A Respectable Junkie and The
Land of Oz. A professional director, conductor,
and composer/lyricist, he has worked with
Cleveland Play House, Great Lakes Theater,
Idaho Shakespeare Festival, Baldwin Wallace
University, Oberlin College, Cleveland State
University, John Carroll University, Cleveland
Orchestra, Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra,
Opera Cleveland, Ohio Light Opera, Cain Park,

The Hoth Awwual Maribyw Bianchi
Kids' Playwriting Festival

June 2024

Dedicated to the memory of Marilyn
Bianchi (actress, director, and a founding
member of Dobama) and the first playwriting
festival of its kind in the United States, this
Dobama tradition continues its long history
with the 46th Festival in June 2024!

We receive hundreds of plays written by
Northeast Ohio students grades 1 —12
throughout the year. Select winning entries
are performed as part of a FREE Kids’ Fest
weekend.

Email youngplaywrights@dobama.org for
more information on how to participate.
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Mercury Opera Rochester, and Civic Light
Opera (Pittsburgh). Original musicals include
The Land of Oz (composer; book and lyrics by
George Brant), Midsummer, and Little White
Gloves. Motta is a leader in equity, diversity,
and inclusion work and a fierce advocate for
safety and wellness practices for the theatre.
He holds a B.F.A. from Carnegie Mellon
University and an M.M. from the Eastman
School of Music. Member Stage Directors and
Choreographers Society (SDC), the national
theatrical union that unites, empowers and
protects professional stage directors and
choreographers throughout the United States.

COLIN ANDERSON

DIRECTOR OF PRODUCTION

(he/him) has spent his life in Cleveland, which
he now calls his artistic home as a director,
producer and intimacy choreographer. He is
proud to be openly gay and a fierce advocate
for LGBTQ+ equity and access in the theatre
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industry and beyond. Directing credits include
Significant Other (upcoming), The Thin Place,
The Soliloquy Project, She Washed His Hands,
DEAP - Spring Awakening: A Children’s
Tragedy, and multiple productions for the
Marilyn Bianchi Kids’ Playwriting Festival
(Dobama); The Prom (Near West, upcoming);
Goodnight Tyler (reading), I'm Alive You
Bastards and | Always Will Be (Nightbloom
Theatre Co); The Inside Story (Playwrights
Local); Beyond Therapy (Access Theatre
Project); The Baltimore Waltz, Ordinary Days,
For Whom the Southern Belle Tolls, and Next
to Normal (Oberlin College). Colin has also
worked with Maelstrom Collaborative Arts,
Cleveland Public Theatre, Harlequins Theatre,
Olde Town Hall Theatre, Elyria Catholic High
School, and BorderLight International Theatre
+ Fringe Festival, where he acted as Assistant
Producer during its founding. BA: Oberlin
College. colintyleranderson.com

Thank you for pushing artistic
boundaries. You inspire us.

X0,

AGNES STUDIO
SEASON SPONSOR

ART DIRECTION + DESIGN
helloagnes.com

MARIAH BURKS

DIRECTOR OF ENGAGEMENT

(she/her) is a Cleveland, OH, native. Her work
has mainly been seen at Cleveland Play House,
where she was most recently set to play the
titular role of Antigone pre-pandemic. Other
credits include; Clue: A New Comedy (The
Cook); The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling
Bee (Logainne). An alumni of the CWRU/

CPH MFA Acting Program and a graduate

of Bowling Green State University’s Musical
Theatre Program, Mariah was the recipient of
the National Irene Ryan Acting Award at the
Kennedy Center (ACTF) in Washington, DC.
Other regional and local theatre work includes
Caroline, or Change (Tantrum Theatre) and
RAGTIME (Cain Park). Instagram: @magical_
mariahb

Suppesly the Aidg!

Opportunities for lifelong
learning, arts and entertainment,
quiet reflection and more are
supported at Kendal.

To learn more, visit us online or
call for an in-person or virtual tour.

kao.kendal.org « 1.800.548.9469

KENDAL &
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LENA CHAPIN

DIRECTOR OF ADVANCEMENT

(she/her) is a lifetime theatre-goer and has
been a member of Dobama since 2021. She
comes to the role of Director of Advancement
with over ten years of fundraising, networking,
and development communications experience.
Previously, Lena worked as the Director

of Development at EDWINS Leadership
Restaurant Institute, the Ignatian Solidarity
Network, and Rose-Mary Center. Lena enjoys
trail running, a good karaoke session, building
relationships, and writing “thank you” notes.
Please give at dobama.org/donate and allow
her to write some more!

ERIN DOLAN

DIRECTOR OF PROGRAMS

(she/her) is an Actor, Director, Educator,
Playwright, and Poet based in Northeast Ohio.
Originally from western Massachusetts, Erin
spent her later childhood in Lorain County.

She studied theatre at Kent State University
and Lorain County Community College, where
she first discovered her great love for including
children in the creative process. Her path led
her to Houston, Texas, and later to Columbus
and Akron, Ohio, where she focused solely

on her work in Early Childhood Education

for several years. In 2017, Erin returned to
Cleveland to rejoin the exciting and dynamic
arts community here. Erin has over twenty years
of experience as a classroom educator, the last
eight of which included administration. She is
the co-founder of Awesome Possum Theatre

Serving Lunch &
Dinner Daily
KITCHEN:

Mon.-Sat. 11am-11pm
Sun. 12:30-10pm

BAR:

Mon.-Sat. open until 2am

Sun. open until Midnight

2206 Lee Road ¢ Cleveland Hts.
(216) 371-3138
www.NewHeightsGrill.com
NewHeightsGrill@facebook.com

Company as well as Stratosphere, a performing
arts collective. Erin was most recently heard
onstage as the voice of Val Fuego in Web of
Deceit (Stratosphere/BorderLight Festival), an
illustrated radio play. Recent directing credits
include James and the Giant Peach (LCCC/
Spark Theatre 4 Youth collaboration), Cupid

& Psyche (Stratosphere), Burst of Thought
(Cleveland Public Theatre’s Pandemonium).
Also a playwright, Erin has been commissioned
to adapt children’s classics for The lllusion
Factory in Akron, Talespinner Children’s
Theatre in Cleveland and, most recently, Spark
Theatre 4 Youth in Elyria, Ohio. Erin is a proud
and vocal advocate for artists and educators.
She strives to nurture in all children, artists, and
audiences an enthusiasm for learning and an
appreciation for their own imagination.

ELISE KUKLINCA

CONNECTIVITY DIRECTOR

(she/they) began working at Dobama in 2015

in the box office before transitioning to the
Patron Services Manager in 2018. In 2021,

Elise became Connectivity Director, a role that
encompasses fostering internal communication,
connecting with artists, working with volunteers,
and building deeper relationships with the
greater community. Previously, Elise could be
found in a myriad of places including La Jolla
Playhouse, Ensemble Theatre Cincinnati, The
Carnegie and Children’s Theatre Company in
Minneapolis.

AMY LIN WEAVER

BUSINESS DIRECTOR

(she/her) joined the Dobama team in September
and works on a wide range of operational,
financial, and development activities at the
theatre. She is also a sound designer and

stage manager, with selected credits including
Panther Women: An Army for the Liberation
(Cleveland Public Theatre), Constellations, and
The 39 Steps (Players’ Theatre Group). Amy
began her professional career as the inaugural
House Stage Manager at the Maltz Performing
Arts Center at Case Western Reserve University
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Our digital collection is
here for you, wherever
you are, 24/7.

Heights Libraries offers a large collection of digital
media, including books, magazines, comics,
music, movies, and television shows.

Visit heightslibraries.org/digital-collection
and start exploring!
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Supporters & Patrons of Fine Arts, Purveyors of Fine European Chocolates

2285 Lee Road Cleveland Heights 216-932-3200 www.mitchellscchocolates.com




before spending several years with progressive
responsibilities as Cleveland Public Theatre’s
Finance Manager. Amy studied computer
science and comes to Cleveland from the
Washington, D.C. area.

CARRIE WILLIAMS

EDUCATION DIRECTOR

(she/they) is a performer, director, scenic
artist, and a fierce arts education advocate.
After earning a Bachelor of Arts in Theatre from
Bowling Green State University, she moved

to Cleveland to join Great Lakes Theater’s
acclaimed School Residency Program as an
Actor-Teacher. She has taught and created

programming for a multitude of organizations,
including Playhouse Square, Ensemble
Theatre, French Creek Theatre, Brecksville
Theatre on the Square, Fairmount Center for
the Arts, Hawken School, and Talespinner
Children’s Theatre. Her artistic pedagogy
focuses on exploring collaborative processes,
fostering creativity, and empowering youth

to step outside their comfort zones. Here

she coordinates the Marilyn Bianchi Kids’
Playwriting Festival, the longest-running
celebration of young playwrights in the United
States.

He Stone Oven

PAKERY @ CATC

2267 Lee Road (between Silsby & Meadowbrook)
Open 7 days

ADVERTISE
IN DOBAMA’S 2024 SEASON.

Contact us at 216.932.6838
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THE PREMIERE CLUB

Dobama Theatre recognizes the generosity of the many sponsors, foundations, and individuals who sustain us with
contributions throughout the year. Each gift is significant regardless of size, both to us as an organization and to the donor.
We have combined the following names to acknowledge the significance of those gifts, large and small. Thank you; we

would not be here without you.

This listing includes donors from November 10, 2022 — November 10, 2023. Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy.

Please call 216.932.6838 with corrections.

ANNUAL FUND DONORS

Anonymous
Marilou Abele
Catherine Albers
Colin Anderson

In memory of Mary Ann Sword
Erika Anderson
Susan Antonelli
Charlie Apy
Diane Atkin
Denise Atwood
Anthony & Cheryl Barabini
Hallie Baron
Kirsten Bartholomew
Roldo Bartimole
Randy Becker
Robert and Linda Bednar
Lynda Bender
Laurie Berrie
Tom & Dorothy Bier
Anne and Glenn Billington
Laura Binstock
Amy Bistok
Geoff and Julie Bonebrake
Daniel and Shelley Boyle
The Bricker Family
Vincent Briley
Claire Broome
Ellen Brown
Jonathan Brown
Richard Fredrick Brown
John & Ellie Brucken
Daniel Brustein and Joan Trey
Jane and Eric Buder Shapiro
Anne Burr
Brandt Butze
Katie and Dennis Cahn
Cynthia Calhoun
Jack and Janice Campbell
Christina Caputo
Spencer Caress
Joan Carney
Cindy and Tim Carr
Joyce Casey
Pat Casey
Jason Chance
Laurence and Susan Channing
Barbara Colombi
Christal Contini*
Tom and Anita Cook
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JL Cordaro Household

Tara Corkery

Jutta Corrigan

Ronda Curtis

Jacqueline Debose

Daniel and Laura Roberts Dempsey
Anne DesRosiers and Steve L. Kadish
Akos Diglits

Kristen Dodd

Karin Dodge

Janet Dodrill

Joyce Dodrill Krieger and Mark Krieger
Erin Dolan

Joseph and Kathleen Dolan

Carol Dolan and Gregg Hill

William Doll

Amy Dolzine

Cheryl and Rick Drake

Jeffrey R. Dross and Michele J. Ladouceur
Jason Eno

Deena and Dick Epstein

Judy and Joe Erlichman

Marian Fairman*

Jon and Mary Fancher

Lindsey Felice

William Finn and Rachel Martinez-Finn
Diane Fitzpatrick

Darlene Floden and Brian King
Susan Ford

Char and Chuck Fowler

Bruce Frankford

Jonathan Freeman

Jana Friess

Judith Ryder Frumker

William Fulton and Jeffrey Duber
Andrew Gallo

Vikas Gampa

Rafael Garcia

Mr. and Mrs. Scott D. Garson

Eva Gil and Patrick Penney
Sheldon and Nan Gisser

Deborah Glosserman

Richard Goodban

Robert Graf and Mia Zaper

Joan Graham

Marina Grant

Anna Greenfield

Victor Groza

Thomas and Cynthia Gustaferro

*denotes Dobama board members

Lee and Peter Haas

Bunny Haffke

Tom and Kirsten Hagesfeld
Mary Hamilton

Patricia and Bill Hanavan
Roberta Hardacre

Linda, Larry, Caroline, and Gus Hatch
Sadie Hatcher

Barbara Hawley and David Goodman
David Heller

Fran Heller

Jean Helmlinger

Curt and Karen Henkle

Bill and Barbara Hill-Newby
Michelle Hillstrom

Melissa Hintz

Craig and Janet Hoffman
Mike and Dori Hollis

Ann Holman

Don Horn

Martha A. Hostetter

Maxine W. Houck

Caroline Jackson-Smith*
David Jarus

William Johnson

Ruth Kabat

Karen and Larry Katz
Steven Kelemen

John Kenny

Michelle Kenny

Hannah and Jeff Kish

Marie Kittredge

Robert and Nancy Klein
Eric and Marian Klieber
Donna Korn*

Ursula Korneitchouk

Isay Krainsky

Howard and Sally Kramer
Benjamin Kroeck

Jacob Kronenberg

Elise Kuklinca and Aaron Petersal
Christine Lakus

Allyson Lengacher

Albert Leonetti and Ruth Anna Carlson
Nancy Levy

Eric and Amy Lewanda
Gary & Julie Lustic

Barbara Ma

Sophie Madorsky



Brad Masi

Joan Mawby

Eileen McCaffrey

Sandra McClennen

Sharon Mclintyre

Amy McKenney

Megan and Michael McNamara
Daniel and Diana Medalie
Barbara C. Megery

Pamela and Jim Meltzer

Kayla Merritt

Caitie Milcinovic

Marissa Glynias* and Dan Moore
Jeremy Mosier

Brad Motta and John 0’Grady
Farah Munir

Susan Murray and Don Harvey
Debbie Neale

Alexis Norris

Mary Jane Nottage

Mary Ober

Daisha Olmeda*

Seth Orbach & Ann V. Klotz
Lou Papes

Maryjean Pawlowski

Marci and Jeff Pearl

David and Judie Perelman
Donna & Peter Pesch

Bill Peterson

Judge and Mrs. Dan A. Polster
Irina Polyakov

Mr. David Porter and Margaret Poutasse
John and Norine Prim

Phillip Pritchett

Joanne and Richard Prober
Quentin and Gay Quereau
Edwina Ramos

Marylyn and Bruce Ranta

Gloria K. Ritter

Barbara S. Robinson

Margaret Robinson

Barbara Rodriguez

Evangelia Romoudi

Debra Rosenthal*

Heather Ross

Brandon Ruud

Ronald R. Rydarowicz

Ratna Sahay

Margaret Salas

Allen Salzberg

Larry Sanborn

Ester Schechter

Toni and Donald Scherzer

Sharon Schnall and R. Drew Sellers

Diane and Jared Schnall

Barbara and John Schubert

Martha and David Schubert

Karen Schuele

Michael Schwartz

Theresa Schwarz and Peter Bohan

Gunter Schwegler

Sarah Scott

David Sedwick and Martina Veigl

David Shifrin

Larry and Aya Shlachter

Faye and David Sholiton

Amy Shore with Robin, Melanie, Gina, Patty,
Audrey, and Karen

Dean and Judith Sieck

Lucy Simm

Michelle Simon

Norman and Patricia Singer

Jane and Gary Small

Michelle Smith

Trinidad Snider*

Robert Snyder and Cathy Caveney

John Sobonya
Judith Sockman
Alexander Spenik
in memory of Mr. Stephen Sondheim
Margaret Stager
Jennifer Stapleton & Juan Calle Cano
Laura and Darrell Starnik
Darwin Steele
Nancy Stemmer
Myron Bud Stern
Anita Stoll and Pete Clapham
Kelly Strand
Elizabeth Stueber
Jeffrey Sunshine
Laura Sweeney
Yteva Thompson
Frank & Victoria Titas
Leonard & Kerstin Trawick
Rachel Tschantz
James and Debra Vail
M Valentin
Monica Van Niel
Kate Vlasek*
Greg Vovos*
Jean Marie Vovos
David Waltermire
Mary Weems
Mary Wehrle
Rona Weiss
Margaret Weitzel
James and Eileen Wilkoff
Reginald Williams
Leah A. Wolfe
Ellen Worthington
Claudia Zalevsky
Peter Zicari

DOBAMA THEATRE CORPORATE DONORS, FOUNDATIONS AND GOVERNMENT DONORS

$50,000 + $5,000 - $9,999 $500 - $999

The Cleveland Foundation Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan & Aronoff KeyBank

Cuyahoga Arts & Culture MAI Capital Management The Barbara T. Miller Fund for Good
Daniel Maltz The Neale Foundation

Ohio Department of Development
$25,000 - $49,999

The George Gund Foundation

The Ohio Arts Council

The Paul M. Angell Family Foundation
The Shubert Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999

The David and Inez Myers Foundation

The Louise H. and David S. Ingalls
Foundation

The Martha Holden Jennings Foundation

The National Endowment for the Arts

$2,500 - $4,999

The Dominion Energy Charitable
Foundation

The Jewish Federation of Cleveland

$1,000 - $2,499

Cedar-Lee SID

The Geoffrey Michael Heller Memorial Fund
Impact Assets

The KeyBank Foundation

The Music and Drama Club

The Progressive Insurance Foundation

Ruffing Montessori School
Sherwin Williams

Season Media Sponsor
89.7 WKSU ideastream

Thank you to the following people and
businesses for their generous in-kind
support

Agnes Studio

Anne Pillot Creative

CLE Urban Winery

Market Garden Brewery
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BECK CENTER FOR THE ARTS
2023-2024

PROFESSIONAL THEATER SEASON

CAT'S-PAW Crmz"% Arts fffﬁm'e/zc&r
SEPTEMBER 22 - OCTOBER 22

In this tight drama, a cat-and-mouse-game between the young
reporter and the terrorist leads to a shocking conclusion!
Recommended for ages 16+

JOSEPH & THE AMAZING

TECHNICOLOR DREAMCOAT

DECEMBER 1-30

Family-friendly musical about family! This production features
different styles of music and the most colorful costume piece! Perfect
for all ages, this show is sure to be a hit with you and yours.

RIDE THE CYCLONE

FEBRUARY 9 — FEBRUARY 25

Collaboration with Baldwin Wallace University Music Theatre Program.
A spooky and hilariously story about the lives of six teenagers cut
short in a freak accident aboard a roller coaster.

JITNEY

- hucusTt APRIL5 - MAY 5

m Written in 1979, first produced in 1982, reveals the story of
generations of jitney drivers and how they impacted their
communities.
A DOLL’S HOUSE, PART 2

MAY 31 - JUNE 30

This Tony Award-winner picks up fifteen years after Nora Helmer
slammed the door on her stifling domestic life, but now a knock
comes at that same door. Funny, probing, and a sharp contemporary.

BEAUTIFUL, THE CAROLE KING MUSICAL
JULY 12 - AUGUST 11

A Tony and Grammy Award-winner, this nostalgic yet fresh musical
tells the story of the early life and career of Carole King, using songs
that she wrote including such timeless hits as “You've Got a friend.”

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

TICKETS: BECKCENTER.ORG | 216.521.2540

STUDENT TICKETS: $17 (with valid I.D.) ® GROUP RATES (4+) ® S10 SMART SEATS®

17801 Detroit Avenue, Lakewood OH 44107 | Minutes from downtown CLE. FREE parking!
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Downtown Cleveland Alliance sPARX! CITY HOP
Y YORK

ClevelandArtsEvents.com

connects you to the region’s vibrant arts and culture scene.

With just a few clicks, discover hundreds of events made possible
in part with public funding from Cuyahoga Arts & Culture.




NEXT ON THE DOBAMA STAGE

AT THE WAKE
OF ADEAD
DRAG QUEEN

DOBAMA
THEATRE

JANUARY 26—
FEBRUARY 18,2024

WRITTEN BY:
Terry Guest

DIRECTED BY:
Preston Crowder




